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Hong Kong’s company law is unmistakably British, in both spirit and much of its contents. Yet,
regulators and legislators had never questioned the appropriateness of these transplanted laws for
Chinese family owned and operated companies because these companies bear no resemblance to the
ideals articulated by original drafters of this law in 19th Century Britain. Even if, modernity,
innovation and globalization had transformed Hong Kong into a global city, it does not jettison
cultural influences and values in the way Chinese family companies are governed. An analysis of past
disputes demonstrates that governance problems had frequently originated from family disagreements
that escalated into lawsuits. Whilst some might suggests why not reform the law, there is no clear legal
model law for the territory to emulate or even take from as a point of reference apart from China’s
traditional informal dispute resolution mechanisms. Besides radical departure from prevailing laws
could generate some concerns amongst international investors. Therefore, a possible solution is not to
seek legal solutions, but instead to provide another forum to resolve governance disputes for these
companies in Hong Kong.

All are welcome! Admission is free of charge!
Please join us by registering your interest here:

http://nems.law.cuhk.edu.hk/online-registration/?event_id=501
by 6 April 2014.
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