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Only a century ago the parties’ ability to choose the law applicable to a contract was generally
rejected. That is very different today. A choice of law by the parties has become the preferred method
for the determination of which law is applicable to an international commercial contract. In the
European Union, the Rome I Regulation (i.e. the Regulation (EC) No 593/2008 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 on the law applicable to contractual obligations) made
the choice of law a cornerstone of conflict of laws. The talk will address the theoretical backgrounds
for the shift towards party autonomy. In addition, it will address some empirical studies dealing with
the question which laws actually get chosen. Finally, the talk will discuss if it should be possible that
“principles and rules of substantive contract law recognised internationally” can be chosen also in nonarbitration matters. The talk closes by looking at the “Working Group on Choice of Law in
International Contracts” by the Hague Conference on Private International Law.

All are welcome!
Admission is free of charge!
Light Lunch will be provided.
Please join us by registering your interest here by 8 August 2014.
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