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The World Trade Organization (WTO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and the EU encourage
their members to promote and implement “good governance” principles in their government-related activities. For
instance, the WTO “helps governments (to) take a more balanced view of trade policy…to defend themselves against lobbying from narrow
interest groups by focusing on trade-offs that are made in the interests of everyone in the economy”. For its part, the IMF “promot[es] good
governance when providing policy advice, financial support, and technical assistance to its member countries. The IMF also has strong measures
in place to ensure integrity, impartiality, and honesty in the discharge of its own professional obligations.” The World Bank also “views good
governance and anti-corruption as important to its poverty alleviation mission. Many governance and anti-corruption initiatives are taking place
throughout the World Bank Group. They focus on internal organizational integrity, minimizing corruption on World Bank-funded projects,
and assisting countries in improving governance and controlling corruption.”
Thus, while major international organizations are certainly called to promote good governance principles among their
members, it is not clear whether these same organizations properly implement these principles in carrying out their own
activities. Indeed, the application of good governance principles to international organizations themselves (rather than to
national or regional governments only) is a more recent phenomenon.
This seminar will address the main problems faced by international economic organizations in complying with good
governance principles while carrying out their statutory activities. While no statutory, treaty or judicial definition of good
governance exists 1 , it is widely recognized that it refers to a collection of legal concepts expressed in constitutions,
statutes, principles and international agreements 2. Thus, a consensus on what good governance implies for international
organizations has been taking shape: the rule of law, accountability, transparency, the doctrine of separation of powers
and conflict of interests are well-established principles in international organizations.
This seminar is divided in three parts. The first part will analyze the evolution and concept of good governance within the
framework of international organizations. The second part will explore the difficulties and challenges that selected
international organizations face in applying good governance principles. The third part will conclude by exploring some
proposals for improving the implementation of good governance principles within the arena of international
organizations.
In particular, the seminar will highlight that some of the difficulties of the selected international organizations in
complying with “good governance” principles are due to their specific characteristics, such as the presence of the States as
members, the limitation of their competences by their statutes/constituent treaties, the method of sourcing financial
resources and the absence of a sovereign territory. The “good governance” deficit derives also from the reluctance of
member States in implementing international organization decisions in their domestic legal system (e.g. lack of direct
effect of WTO agreements and WTO/DSB decisions and the lack of direct applicability of many international
agreements).
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