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2 The Faculty of Law at The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK LAW) stands 
among the most dynamic and accomplished law schools in Asia and beyond. Since 
welcoming its inaugural cohort in 2006, CUHK LAW has earned international 
recognition for excellence in legal education and research, while making a lasting 
contribution to our local community.

As the Faculty celebrates its 20th anniversary, I warmly invite you to consider joining 
the CUHK LAW community as we embark on a new chapter in our third decade. This 
journey will unfold against a backdrop of rapid and complex change — from the rise 
of AI to the challenges of climate change and the evolving demands on legal 
institutions. Guided by these shifts, our teaching and scholarship will continue to 
respond with rigour, imagination, and resolve.

In the years ahead, we shall remain deeply committed to the rule of law and to the 
University’s enduring motto: “Through learning and temperance to virtue.” We shall 
also continue to cherish the close ties we share with our alumni, supporters, and 
partners — as together we shall build on enduring legal values to meet the challenges 
of a changing world.

Our LLM Programmes bring together talented graduates from around the world to 
pursue specialised legal education in a range of cutting-edge fields. Whether you 
seek to deepen your expertise, broaden your horizons, or prepare for new 
professional challenges, you will find here a rigorous and supportive academic 
environment.

We would be delighted to welcome you into our community of thinkers, learners, and 
future leaders in law.

Professor Chao Xi
Dean of CUHK LAW

The CUHK LLM Programmes provide students with an ideal platform to acquire 
expertise in one of the six specialised subject areas: artificial intelligence law, Chinese 
business law, common law, energy and environmental law, international economic law, 
and legal history. We are proud to offer our students an enriching and stimulating 
learning environment in which to study and discover the law. The programmes are 
supported by the state-of-the-art research and practice experience of a first-rate 
faculty.

Our LLM Programmes have attracted intellectually curious and outstanding students 
from all over the world. You will therefore be joining a vibrant and dynamic community, 
with opportunities to build long-lasting professional and personal relationships with 
some of the most accomplished graduates working in their respective specialist areas.

We look forward very much to welcoming you.
 
Yours sincerely,

Professor Chin Leng Lim
Choh-Ming Li Professor of Law
Director of the Master of Laws Programmes



Elective Course Exemplar#

• Artificial Intelligence Law in 
Practice 

• Copyright, Digital Subject 
Matter and Information 
Technology

• Legal Technologies 
• Principles of Digital 

Technology and Law 
• The Law of the Digital 

Economy

• Two Elective Courses

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

YEAR 2 • Term One

YEAR 2 • Term Two

• Two Elective Courses

• Artificial Intelligence and Intellectual Property 
Law

• Artificial Intelligence and Privacy Law
• Two Elective Courses

• Artificial Intelligence and the Common Law
• Chinese Law and Society in an Age of Digital 

Technologies and Artificial Intelligence

• Artificial Intelligence and Intellectual Property 
Law

• Artificial Intelligence and Privacy Law

• Artificial Intelligence and the Common Law
• Chinese Law and Society in an Age of Digital 

Technologies and Artificial Intelligence
• Two Elective Courses

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

The LLM consists of 24 units (i.e., the equivalent of 8 term-length courses, each worth 
3 units). The LLM courses are designed to provide a foundational knowledge of the 
field. The ability to select from a wide range of elective courses allows students to 
complete the programme requirements while also pursuing their intellectual interests.
 
The majority of the LLM courses are worth 3 units. Students will have an average of 3 
contact hours per week with teachers in each course. CUHK LAW holds classes 
during the day and evenings Monday to Friday, and during the day on Saturdays. 
Evening classes typically begin at 6:30pm. Classes incorporate a mix of lectures, 
seminars, presentations and class discussion. All courses are taught and assessed 
entirely in English.
 
Students may enroll in full-time or part-time modes of study. Full-time students can 
complete the programme in one year while part-time students are able to complete 
the programme in two years.
 
In order to graduate, students must meet the minimum cumulative GPA required by 
the University for postgraduate programmes.
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LLM in AI Law

LLM in Chinese Business Law

LLM in Common Law

LLM in Energy and Environmental Law

LLM in International Economic Law

LLM in Legal History

CUHK LAW offers six specialised Master of Laws (LLM) Programmes:

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

The LLM in AI Law provides students a thorough coverage of the legal issues raised by 
advances in artificial intelligence (AI). The Programme aims to provide a broad spectrum 
of how applications of AI have and will continue to influence the future direction of law 
making and law practice. Students will gain insights into AI technology, understand how 
AI will impact both the future of the legal profession and humanity more generally. 

Full-time

Part-time

Students may select respective Elective Courses or any other  approved courses offered under the Juris 
Doctor or LLM Programmes. Elective courses are offered subject to staff availability and sufficient student 
interest. The availability, timing, and scheduling of courses may vary from year to year.

# 
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The LLM in Chinese Business Law provides students with a structured course to 
study the principles, processes, institutions and methods of civil and commercial law 
in China in the context of an evolving political, economic and social environment. It 
is designed to enable students to develop a broad intellectual outlook on the legal 
aspects of doing business in China.

Elective Course Exemplar#

• Chinese Constitutional and 
Administrative Law

• Chinese Economy and Law
• Chinese Environmental Law 
• Chinese Intellectual Property 

Law 
• Chinese Law and Society in an 

Age of Digital Technologies and 
Artificial Intelligence 

• Chinese Securities Regulation 
• Chinese Tax Law 
• Private International Law in 

China
• Property Law in China

• Legal System and Methods in China
• Chinese Civil Law

• Chinese Company Law
• One Elective Course

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

• Chinese Contract Law
• One Elective Course

YEAR 2 • Term One

YEAR 2 • Term Two

• Two Elective Courses

• Legal System and Methods in China
• Chinese Civil Law
• Chinese Contract Law
• One Elective Course

• Chinese Company Law
• Three Elective Courses

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

The LLM in Chinese Business Law Programme 
featured engaging role-plays, interactive discussions, 
and meaningful case studies with peer presentations.  
The course gave a clear comparison between English 
common law and the Chinese civil law system. On the 
academic side, through engaging lectures, we 
explored the rationale behind the law.

LLM Candidate (CUHK)
LLB & PCLL (City University of Hong Kong)

LLB (University of Oxford)

Ken Ip
(Hong Kong, China)

The courses are rigorous yet engaging, with professors who 
bring both scholarly expertise and practical insight into 
every discussion. I was honoured to receive the LLM 
Scholarship for Academic Excellence for ranking in the top 
5% of my class, which greatly motivated me to strive further. 
Equally rewarding has been the opportunity to learn 
alongside talented peers from diverse backgrounds and to 
study in Hong Kong's dynamic international environment.

LLM in Chinese Business Law (CUHK) 
LLB (Peking University)

Yuchen Shen
(Chinese Mainland)

Full-time

Part-time

Students may select respective Elective Courses or any other  approved courses offered under the 
Juris Doctor or LLM Programmes. Elective courses are offered subject to staff availability and sufficient 
student interest. The availability, timing, and scheduling of courses may vary from year to year.

# 



Students may select respective Elective Courses or any other  approved courses offered under the 
Juris Doctor or LLM Programmes. Elective courses are offered subject to staff availability and sufficient 
student interest. The availability, timing, and scheduling of courses may vary from year to year.

# 

Elective Course Exemplar#

• Artificial Intelligence and the 
Common Law

• Colonial Governance and the 
Rule of Law 

• Copyright, Digital Subject 
Matter and Information 
Technology 

• Issues in Contract
• Issues in Tort 
• Principles of Art, Antiquities, 

Cultural Heritage and the Law 
• Principles of Intellectual 

Property 
• Principles of Unjust 

Enrichment 
• Transnational Law After 

Empire

• Common Law: Origins and Development
• Principles of Contract *

• Principles of Criminal Law *
• Principles of Tort *

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

YEAR 2 • Term One

YEAR 2 • Term Two

• Two Elective Courses

• Two Elective Courses

• Common Law: Origins and Development
• Principles of Contract *
• Two Elective Courses

• Principles of Criminal Law *
• Principles of Tort *
• Two Elective Courses

YEAR 1 • Term Two

As a student from Chinese Mainland, I have always 
been deeply interested in the common law system, 
and the LLM in Common Law Programme at CUHK 
provided an excellent opportunity to explore it in 
depth. Despite being an intensive one-year 
programme, its well-designed curriculum enabled 
me to develop a solid understanding of the 
principles and practical operation of common law.

YEAR 1 • Term One

LLM in Common Law (CUHK)
LLB (Hangzhou Dianzi University)

Siqi Han
(Chinese Mainland)

As a corporate banker dealing with complex 
cross-border contracts daily, I joined the part-time LLM 
in Common Law to grasp the legal principles underlying 
my work. Balancing a career with evening classes is 
demanding, but the professors are incredibly practical. 
My economics and finance background gave me the 
numbers, but this Programme equipped me with the 
essential legal thinking and logic. Being able to apply 
what I learn directly to my job the next day is invaluable.

LLM in Common Law (CUHK) 
BSc (HKUST)

Dennis Lam 
(Hong Kong, China)
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Applicants who have already covered any of these subjects as part of a common law undergraduate 
degree can apply to the Programme Director to replace them with alternative common law subjects or 
research papers.

*

Full-time

Part-time

The common law is an organic and exciting legal system which unites millions of 
people across the world. This Programme will furnish students with substantive 
knowledge of Hong Kong law in some core common law subjects, and further 
develop the skills necessary to engage with the common law tradition more widely. 
Through the electives, students are given an opportunity to deepen their knowledge 
of the common law, or complement it with the study of new subjects.



Elective Course Exemplar#

• Chinese Energy Law 
• Chinese Environmental Law 
• Climate Law 
• Conflicts in International 

Commercial Litigation 
• Dispute Resolution in the 

Energy and Natural 
Resources Sector

• International Investment Law 
– Policy and Development

• Oil and Gas Law 
• Project Finance and 

Infrastructure Law
• Water Law

• International and Comparative Energy Law
• International Environmental Law

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

YEAR 2 • Term One

YEAR 2 • Term Two

• Two Elective Courses

• Two Elective Courses

• Principles of Environmental Law
• Clean Technology Law
• Two Elective Courses

• International and Comparative Energy Law
• International Environmental Law
• Two Elective Courses

• Principles of Environmental Law
• Clean Technology Law

YEAR 1 • Term Two

The academic diversity and rich professional 
backgrounds of CUHK’s faculty attracted me to 
begin my study journey in Hong Kong. Studying 
under professors from different jurisdictions has 
broadened my legal perspective and enriched my 
understanding of the law. The Programme has not 
only equipped me with substantive legal knowledge 
but has also taught me to question underlying legal 
principles and to think systematically and critically 
rather than merely memorising legal principles.

YEAR 1 • Term One

LLM in Energy and Environmental Law (CUHK)
LLB (Chulalongkorn University)

Pattara Tanalapkanjana
(Thailand)
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The LLM in Energy and Environmental Law aims to offer students an in-depth 
understanding of the legal aspects governing the key challenges of energy security 
and environmental protection. Students are trained for practice in the areas of 
energy investment and trade, project finance and infrastructure development, clean 
energy and climate change mitigation, with a focus on the specific energy and 
sustainability challenges of the Asia-Pacific region. The courses build on the 
expertise in energy and environmental law and investment and trade law at CUHK, 
and benefit from the participation of leading international practitioners in the field of 
energy and environmental law.

Visit to the Hall of Innovation and the Hall of Future Energy at Towngas

Full-time

Part-time

Students may select respective Elective Courses or any other  approved courses offered under the Juris 
Doctor or LLM Programmes. Elective courses are offered subject to staff availability and sufficient 
student interest. The availability, timing, and scheduling of courses may vary from year to year.

# 



Elective Course Exemplar#

• Conflicts in International 
Commercial Litigation 

• European Union Law 
• International and 

Comparative Intellectual 
Property Law 

• International Commercial 
Arbitration 

• International Financial and 
Banking Law 

• International Investment Law 
– Policy and Development 

• International Taxation 
• Law and Practice of 

Investment Arbitration 
• Merger Control 
• Principles of Competition Law 
• Shipping Law 

• Law of International Business Transactions I 
• Trans-national Legal Problems

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

YEAR 2 • Term One

YEAR 2 • Term Two

• Two Elective Courses

• Two Elective Courses

• Law of International Business Transactions II 
• World Trade Law
• Two Elective Courses

• Law of International Business Transactions I 
• Trans-national Legal Problems
• Two Elective Courses

• Law of International Business Transactions II 
• World Trade Law

YEAR 1 • Term Two

CUHK LAW offers a dynamic environment for exploring 
law with an international dimension. I enjoyed studying 
at the Graduate Law Centre in the business district and 
learning alongside students from across Asia. Living in 
this beautiful, culturally rich city is an unforgettable 
experience.

CUHK LAW’s global reputation offers excellent research 
opportunities and serves as a springboard for careers in 
leading commercial law firms.

YEAR 1 • Term One

LLM in International Economic Law (CUHK)
LLB and LLM (Lorraine University)

Lise Colmagro 
(France)
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Full-time

Part-time

The LLM in International Economic Law is designed to offer students an intensive course 
of study of the law and practice of cross-border business transactions. Students are 
trained for practice in key areas such as international sales and finance, M&A (mergers 
and acquisitions), WTO law and international banking law. Skills training modules ensure 
that graduates of the LLM in International Economic Law are able to conduct both 
practical work and independent research in relevant subject areas.

As an Italian student who previously studied law in the 
Netherlands, I chose the LLM in International Economic 
Law at CUHK LAW because it offered the chance to study 
law in a common law jurisdiction while maintaining an 
international perspective in a vibrant, global city. The 
classes are engaging, and the professors, many of whom 
are active practitioners, bring real-world experience into the 
classroom, making the learning more practical and relevant. 

LLM in International Economic Law (CUHK)
LLB (Maastricht)

Luigi Pintore  
(Italy)

Students may select respective Elective Courses or any other  approved courses offered under the Juris 
Doctor or LLM Programmes. Elective courses are offered subject to staff availability and sufficient 
student interest. The availability, timing, and scheduling of courses may vary from year to year.

# 
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• Legal History 
Thesis I and II  
(12 units)

Elective Course Exemplar#

• Colonial Governance and the 
Rule of Law 

• Comparative Constitutional 
Law

• Comparative Legal Traditions 
• History, Culture and the Law 
• Issues in Human Rights
• Law and History 
• Principles of Art, Antiquities, 

Cultural Heritage and the Law 
• Transnational Law After 

Empire

• Common Law: Origins and Development* 
• One Elective Course

YEAR 1 • Term One

YEAR 1 • Term Two

YEAR 2 • Term One

YEAR 2 • Term Two

• Two Elective Courses

• Common Law: Origins 
and Development*

• One Elective Course

• Legal History Thesis   
I and II (12 units)

• Two Elective Courses

YEAR 1 • Term Two

YEAR 1 • Term One

This LLM — one of the only such programmes globally — is designed to equip 
students with expertise in both the substance and the methodology of transnational 
legal history research. The LLM in Legal History is an elite programme which admits 
only a small number of high-quality students. Unlike traditional taught postgraduate 
programmes, the LLM in Legal History has a hybrid structure, combining classroom 
learning and research elements. In addition to their classes, students will complete a 
substantial research project under the supervision of a member of the Faculty, 
accounting for half of their credits. Through the involvement in the Programme, 
students will acquire substantial research, writing and presentation skills, paving the 
way to successful academic, policy and practice careers.

Full-time

Part-time

Students may take any one of the following courses: Colonial Governance and the Rule of Law; History, 
Culture and the Law; Law and History; Principles of Art, Antiquities, Cultural Heritage and the Law; or 
Trans-national Law After Empire to substitute the Required Course – Common Law: Origins and 
Development.

*

Students may select respective Elective Courses or any other  approved courses offered under the Juris 
Doctor or LLM Programmes. Elective courses are offered subject to staff availability and sufficient 
student interest. The availability, timing, and scheduling of courses may vary from year to year.

# 



Our LLM graduates come from a wide range of jurisdictions and professional 
backgrounds. Many return to legal practice with enhanced specialist knowledge gained 
from our programme.  
 
The diverse and international nature of the programme enables students to expand their 
professional networks and develop expertise relevant to an increasingly globalised legal 
environment.

Professional Development and Career Support

The Faculty's Law Student Careers Team supports LLM students in identifying and 
pursuing career opportunities that align with their professional and academic 
aspirations. Through employer engagement activities, networking events, and career 
development programmes, students gain exposure both academically and 
professionally that will better equip them for their career journeys. 

CUHK LAW Careers Hub

CUHK LAW Careers Hub serves as a central platform connecting students, alumni, 
faculty members, and employers.
 
We assist LLM students in exploring career opportunities across legal practice, 
international organisations, public service, regulatory agencies, corporate legal 
departments, and academia. Students have access to career resources, employer 
networks, and professional development programmes designed to enhance their career 
prospects in Hong Kong, Chinese Mainland, and beyond.
 
Regular seminars, panel discussions, and networking events provide valuable insights 
from legal practitioners, industry leaders, alumni, and academics, helping students 
expand their professional networks and build successful international careers.

Most of our part-time students come from professional backgrounds: accountants, bankers, 
surveyors, civil servants, and legal practitioners. This mix creates an interesting and 
stimulating learning environment. Our part-time students study alongside our full-time 
students.

Since 2006, the LLM Programmes have produced an alumni body of graduates hailing from 
diverse backgrounds. The jurisdictions of origin of the LLM alumni include 49 
countries/regions. For the 2026-27 academic year, we admitted students from Canada, 
Chinese Mainland, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Macao, New Zealand, Taiwan and Vietnam.
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Countries/Regions of Graduates Since 2006

Countries/Regions of Students Admitted in 2026

Albania

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Brazil

Canada

Chinese Mainland

Chile

Czech Republic

Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Guatemala

Hong Kong

India

Indonesia

Israel

Italy

Japan

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Macao

Malaysia

Mexico

Mongolia

Nepal

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Russia

Serbia

Singapore

South Korea

Spain

Switzerland

Taiwan

Thailand

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom

United States

Vietnam

Canada

Chinese Mainland

Germany

Hong Kong

Italy

Macao

New Zealand

Taiwan

Vietnam

Professional Backgrounds & Affiliations

 Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA)

 Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 

 The Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Secretaries (HKICS) 

 The Hong Kong Institute of Bankers (HKIB) 

 The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) 

 Registered Professional Surveyors (RPS)

 Qualified lawyers from various jurisdictions



Applicants must have:

 a qualification to practise law in the jurisdiction of the student’s residence; or

 a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) degree or a degree of equivalent standing (for the LLM in 
Common Law, the LLB should normally be from a non-Common Law jurisdiction); or

 a Bachelor’s degree in a non-law subject with substantial law-related working experience 
(for LLM in Legal History, a Bachelor's degree or Master’s degree in a related field such as 
history, sociology, political science or anthropology).

As many areas of professional activities are related to law, we welcome applications from those 
who do not have a law degree but have relevant work experience in the areas such as 
commerce, accountancy, social work, energy, environmental preservation, media, education 
and public administration.

Applications can be made before completion of an undergraduate degree, provided that the 
applicant is in the final year of study. In this situation, any offer will be conditional upon 
successful completion of the undergraduate degree, and satisfaction of the other admission 
requirements, prior to enrolment in the LLM Programmes.

Applicants whose undergraduate studies were not conducted and assessed in English are 
required to take an appropriate English language proficiency test and to achieve a sufficient 
score, such as a score of 88/120 or 4.5/6 or above in TOEFL (Internet-based/Home Edition); 
Band 6.5 or above in IELTS or equivalent. The test results must be obtained not more than two 
years prior to the date of applying for admission to the LLM Programmes.

For more information about the General Admission Requirements and the English Language 
Proficiency Requirement prescribed by the University’s Graduate School, please visit their 
website at https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/admissions.
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For the academic year of 2027-28, the tuition fee is HK$211,200 per programme within 
normative study period. For full-time students, the tuition fee is payable by 2 instalments at the 
beginning of each term. For part-time students, the tuition fee is payable by 4 instalments at the 
beginning of each term.

Programme CEF Reimbursable Courses*

LLM in Chinese
Business Law Chinese Civil Law Chinese Company Law

LLM in Common Law Common Law: Origins and 
Development Principles of Criminal Law

LLM in Energy and
Environmental Law

International and 
Comparative Energy Law

Principles of Environmental
Law

LLM in International 
Economic Law

Law of International
Business Transactions II World Trade Law

LLM in Legal History Common Law: Origins and 
Development

Principles of Art, Antiquities, 
Cultural Heritage and the Law

Continuing Education Fund (CEF)

Scholarships and Prizes
For newly admitted students 
• CUHK Faculty of Law Master of Laws Global Scholarship for Outstanding Non-local 

Students
• CUHK Faculty of Law Master of Laws Scholarship for Outstanding Local Students

For current students
• Faculty of Law Postgraduate Scholarships for Academic Excellence 
• Association of China-Appointed Attesting Officers Scholarships for LLM in Common 

Law Full-time Students
• Lee Hysan Foundation Postgraduate Studentships for Mainland China Students

Subject Prize
• The Chartered Tax Adviser (CTA) Prize for International Taxation
• The Hong Kong Institute of Trade Mark Practitioners Prize for Intellectual Property
• The Asian Patent Attorneys Association (Hong Kong Group) Prizes for Intellectual 

Property Law

These courses have been included in the list of reimbursable courses under the Continuing Education Fund. 
They are recognised under the Qualifications Framework (QF Level 6). Eligible students of respective 
Programme may submit claim for reimbursement after the completion of the course, subject to the fulfilment of 
the requirements prescribed by the Government’s Labour and Welfare Bureau (LWB).

* 



Applications should be submitted online. For details, please visit the website of the 
University's Graduate School at https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/admissions/programme/law. 

Applicants are required to provide copies of certificates as evidence that they have met 
the Admission Requirements. Applications will not be considered until all the required 
documents have been received.  

Applicants may provide a personal statement which addresses the applicant’s reasons to 
join the relevant LLM Programme.

There is a non-refundable application fee of HK$500.

E-mail:         lawpgadm@cuhk.edu.hk 
Address:      Faculty of Law
                      6/F, Lee Shau Kee Building
                      The Chinese University of Hong Kong
                      Shatin, New Territories
                       Hong Kong, China
Website:      http://www.law.cuhk.edu.hk
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Applications  will  be  processed  on  a  rolling  
basis  until  all  places  have  been  filled,  so  
early  applications  are  strongly encouraged. 
Applications received after 9 April 2027 may 
still be considered subject to the availability 
of places. 

This brochure contains information as at August 2026.  The University has the right at any time and from time to time 
to make changes in its rules, regulations and procedures.

31 January 2027
(First round)

28 February 2027
(Second round)

9 April 2027
(Final round)
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