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The issue of international crimes is highly topical in Asia, 
with still-resonant claims against the Japanese for war 
crimes, and deep schisms resulting from crimes in 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, and East Timor. Over the years, the 
region has hosted a succession of tribunals, from those held 
in Manila, Singapore and Tokyo after the Asia-Pacific War 
to those currently running in Dhaka and Phnom Penh. This 
book draws on extensive new research and offers the first 
comprehensive legal appraisal of the Asian trials. As well as 
the famous tribunals, it also considers lesser-known 
examples, such as the Dutch and Soviet trials of the 
Japanese, the Cambodian trial of the Khmer Rouge, and 
the Indonesian trials of their own military personnel. It 
focuses on their approach to the elements of international 
crimes, and their contribution to general theories of 
liability. In the process, this book challenges some 
orthodoxies about the development of international 
criminal law.

To order the hardback, go to  
www.cambridge.org/9781107104655  
and enter SELLARS at the checkout!

20% Discount on this title

• The first comprehensive 
legal appraisal of trials for 
international crimes in Asia 
by leading specialists in the 
field 

• Draws on extensive hitherto 
unpublished archival 
research from around the 
world, including Russia, 
China, India, the 
Netherlands, the United 
States, Britain, France, 
Australia and New Zealand

• Examines the trials from a 
variety of perspectives, 
focusing on the context in 
which they were held, trial 
planning, framing of the 
charges, prosecutorial and 
defence arguments, conduct 
of the trials, judgements and 
sentences, and the trials' 
legacy in international 
criminal law 
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In the two and a half decades since the end of the Cold War, policy makers have become 

acutely aware of the extent to which the world today faces mass atrocities. In an effort to 

prevent the death, destruction, and global chaos wrought by these crimes, the agendas 

for both national and international policy have grown beyond conflict prevention to 

encompass atrocity prevention, protection of civilians, transitional justice, and the 

Responsibility to Protect. Yet, to date, there has been no attempt to address the topic of 

the prevention of mass atrocities from the theoretical, policy, and practicing standpoints 

simultaneously. This volume is designed to fill that gap, clarifying and solidifying the 

present understanding of atrocity prevention. It will serve as an authoritative work on 

the state of the field.
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publications include “Genocide by Attrition: Efficient and Silent,” in Genocide Matters 

(2013) and “Responsibility to Protect: A Framework for Prevention” in the journal Global 

Responsibility to Protect (2009).

TIBI GA LIS is a political scientist. He is the Executive Director of the Auschwitz 

Institute for Peace and Reconciliation, a New York-based NGO that helps governments 

prevent genocide worldwide.

A LE X ZUCK ER is an editor, writer, and translator of Czech literature. He has received 

an English PEN Award for Writing in Translation, a National Endowment for the Arts 
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co-chair of the PEN America Translation Committee.
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