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PRO JUSTITIA [official report]  
.40/1946.-

1
  

JUDGMENT 
 

IN THE NAME OF THE QUEEN
2
 

 
The Temporary Court Martial [Temporaire Krijgsraad] in Batavia in the case 
of the Army Prosecution Officer [Auditeur-Militair], ex officio, against 
 

WASHIO AWOCHI, 60 years old, born in Nagasaki, 
occupation hotel owner, now in detention in the 
Struiswyk prison in Batavia. 
 

The order of referral to the Temporary Court Martial by the Army 
Prosecution Officer dated 28 September 1946 charges the accused as 
follows: 
 

As a subject of the enemy power Japan, he committed war crimes that 
were a violation of the laws and customs of war in Batavia, at various 
unspecified times within or around the period from September 1943 to 
September 1945 and therefore in times of war, as operator

3
 of the 

“Sakura Club”,
4
 which was founded for the benefit of the Japanese 

citizenry, by recruiting girls and women and having them recruited to 
serve these citizens; and he threatened them directly or indirectly with 
the Kempei

5
 in case they attempted or wished to resign, forced them 

into prostitution with the visitors to said club, and with this purpose 
arranged for them to take up occupancy in a part of that club that was 
separated for that end, and which they could not freely leave. As such, 
a number of girls and women were made available to the 
aforementioned Japanese to commit indecent acts and were restricted 
in their freedom by him – the accused – and through his 
cooperation. These offences are provided for and rendered punishable 

                                                            
1
 The full file number was not scanned.   

2
 Queen Wilhelmina of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, regnant 1890-1948. 

3
 “Operator” was chosen instead of proprietor or licensee as it is not clear if he was the owner or had 

a licence.   
4
 Alternately written as “SAKURACLUB” and “Sakuraclub” throughout the original document. For 

purposes of consistency, “Sakura Club” is used. 
5
 Kempei (憲兵) refers to a member, or members, of the Kempeitai (憲兵隊), the secret military police 

of the Imperial Japanese Army, 1881-1945. WONG HENG, THE KEMPEITAI (Singapore: National Library 
Board, 2004). 
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under Articles 4 et seq. of the Criminal Law War Crimes Ordinance, 
State Bulletin of Acts and Decrees 1946, No. 45.

6
 

 
The writ of summons dated 11 October 1946 summoned the accused 
to appear on Monday, 21 October 1946 at nine o’clock in the morning 
at the session of the Temporary Court Martial held in the building of the 
former Supreme Court of the Dutch East Indies. 
 
The demand by the Army Prosecution Officer was read and then 
submitted to the Temporary Court Martial, to the following effect: 

 
that said Temporary Court Martial should find the accused 
 

WASHIO AWOCHI 
 

guilty of the war crime of  
 

“enforced prostitution” 
 

and consequently sentence him to imprisonment for a period of 
fifteen years. 

  

                                                            
6
 Ordinance No. 45 Criminal Law War Crimes 1946, available at:  

http://www.bataviatribunal.org/?p=324 [accessed 3 October 2014]. 
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The documents of the proceedings were noted and, in so far as these were 

abused [sic],7 [were] shown and presented to the accused. 
  
The following arguments in defence made by the accused and his counsel 
were considered. 
 
The accused declared during the examination on the merits that he was a 
Japanese subject; that he had resided in Batavia since 1920, for the last 
several years as a hotelkeeper; that he had returned to Japan on 30 
November 1941 and was ordered by his government to return to Batavia in 
June 1942. 
 
He then opened the Akibono restaurant in Batavia, located in building 
Noordwijk 2, on the orders of the Japanese mayor of Batavia XXXXX and 
his secretary XXXX. 
 
Akibono was a restaurant accessible to everybody, with service by 
waitresses, and the waitresses were on duty as such until eleven o’clock in 
the evening. 
 
These girls were not obliged to go to bed with the visitors, but were free to 
do what they wanted after eleven o’clock in the evening. 
 
He met persons including XXXXXXXXXXX at Akibono, who was assigned 
to him together with XXXXXXXX and XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX by the local 
government. 
 
XXXXXXXXXXX organised the women’s business, and XXXXXXXXXXXX 
was her assistant. 
 
Because XXXXXXXXX and XXXXXXXXXX quarrelled repeatedly, he finally 
fired the former and appointed XXXXXXXXXX in her place. 
 
He lived together with XXXXXXXXXX

8
 from April 1943. 

 

                                                            
7
 This appears to have been a typist error and should be “used”, not “abused”, as was written in 

Judgment No. 72A/1947, available at: http://www.bataviatribunal.org/?p=122 [accessed 4 October 
2014].   
8
 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST, the mistress of the accused Washio 

AWOCHI. “Case No. 76: Trial of Washio Awochi, Netherlands Temporary Court-Martial at Batavia 
(Judgment Delivered on 25th October, 1946) (1949) L.R.T.W.C. XIII, pp 122, 123, 125, available at: 
http://www.worldcourts.com/ildc/eng/decisions/1946.10.25_Netherlands_v_Awochi.pdf [accessed 4 
October 2014]. 
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The Gunseikambu
9
 instructed him to open a brothel in Horning alley in 

Batavia on 2 June 1943, an instruction which, after having twice been 
ordered to do so, he obeyed under protest. 
  
A block of houses in Horning alley was configured as a brothel, to which a 
restaurant and bar were added, and the whole was informally called 
“Sakura Club” and was accessible exclusively to Japanese citizens. 
 
XXXXXXXXXX supported him in setting up and managing the brothel. 
 
XXXXXXXXXX appointed the prostitutes, but, as head of the establishment, 
he confirmed the appointment. 
 
He, the accused, was mostly involved with keeping the books, maintaining 
contacts with the Gunseikambu and the supplies. 
 
The brothel was opened on 10 September 1943 with twenty prostitutes and 
continued operation until about September 1945, when the capitulation of 
Japan made it necessary to close down the business. 
  

                                                            
9
 The Gunseikambu (also “Gunseikambu”,軍政監部) was the Japanese Military Government Office. 

Here it is probably referencing the Sumatra Military Government Office of the 25th Army.  
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The prostitutes had to be at least seventeen years of age before they were 
appointed. They were fully informed about the work, they only had to do 
what they accepted of their own free will, and they could end their 
appointment at their own discretion when they wanted to. 
 
The women received a fixed salary per month, plus a portion of the amount 
that the visitors who went to bed with them had to pay, as well as 
accommodation. 
 
Furthermore, they had regular medical check-ups. 
 
He, the accused, and XXXXXXXXXX advised that the prostitutes collect as 
much as possible because this was in their own interest, as it would 
increase their

10
 earnings, but he himself never prescribed that a certain 

amount had to be made per evening, and he is not aware of this being 
done by XXXXXXXXXX either. 
 
The prostitutes, some of whom had done this business before, came from 
Batavia, namely eleven Dutch women from Tjideng camp, and others from 
communities that had not been subject to internment such as Semarang, 
Bandoeng, Djocja

11
 and Salatiga. 

 
He himself, in turn with his staff XXXXXXXXXX, a certain Ms XXXX and Ms 
XXXXXXXXXX, also known as XXXXX, went to places outside Batavia to 
recruit prostitutes for Sakura [Club].

12
 

 
When the prostitutes were appointed, their names were given to the 
Kempeitai, who exercised supervision over the Japanese businesses and 
came to inspect once every two or three months. 
 
He personally never used any threats or violence, directly or indirectly, to 
recruit women as prostitutes for the “Sakura Club”, nor forced them to stay 
when they wanted to resign, and he does not know whether XXXXXXXXXX 
or other staff did such things. 
  
He does not believe that they did that, and certainly did not threaten them 
with the Kempei because the Kempei only responded when he, the 

                                                            
10

 The prostitutes. The original construction is "The prostitutes (plural)… and her (singular) earnings”, 
a reflection of older Dutch syntax. 
11

 Unclear in source text, but most likely short for Djokjakarta (Yogyakarta).   
12

 This is an illegible handwritten addition in the source text; however, context would indicate that it 
should read “Club”.   
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accused, personally called for their intervention, and would definitely not 
have responded to a request from one of his subordinates. 
 
He once hit a prostitute because she had been quarrelling with 
XXXXXXXXXX, and once because she had a secret boyfriend outside the 
brothel, but not to force her into prostitution. 
 
The following witnesses were heard in the preliminary investigation, gave 
statements in the principal case and confirmed them on oath. The official 
reports of those statements were accordingly drawn up under the oath of 
office and read aloud to the accused at the trial, and were included in the 
documents of the proceedings. 
 
1. XXXXXXXXXXX: 
 
She worked as a prostitute in Sakura Club, a brothel in Gang Horning

13
 in 

Batavia, from 6 May 1944 until approximately September of that year. 
 
She voluntarily accepted this occupation on the suggestion of 
XXXXXXXXXX. 
  

                                                            
13

 Here the street is written as a proper name, rather than “gang” (alley) as a noun on various other 
pages of this judgment, where it was translated.   
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She asked to resign twice when she worked at Sakura Club, and that this 
was refused both times by XXXXXXXXXX

14
 under threat of the Kempei. 

  
She then ran away from Sakura Club but was picked up the next day by 
a Kempei man and brought to the Kempei office at Koningsplein West, 
where she was locked up for a week and then released. 
 
The Kempei man had told her: “[illegible] prempoean Awochi. Saja meest 
tangkap njonja, sebab njonja lari dari Sakuraclub”.

15
 

 
After being released by the Kempei, she was not allowed to work at Sakura 
Club any more. 
 
2. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX: 
 
In August 1943, when she was an internee in Tjideng camp, she accepted 
a position as waitress in Sakura Club on the suggestion of XXXXXXXXXX, 
together with some other women from the camp. 
 
According to XXXXXXXXXX, there were two groups (of female workers) in 
Sakura Club, the A and the B groups; A comprising the waitresses 
and B comprising the prostitutes. 
 
She accepted the waitress position in order to be able to provide her three-
year-old son, who was very weak, with means to make him stronger. 
 
She and the other women in Sakura Club who had been recruited with her 
from Tjideng camp were assigned a house in the vicinity of the club. 
 
As early as her second evening, she was forced to go to bed with visitors. 
 
All the women protested against this, but XXXXXXXXXX

16
 forced them to 

comply, under threat of the Kempei. 
 
She and her fellow sufferers submitted for fear of the Kempei. 
 

                                                            
14

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8. 
15

 The text may read, in modern Indonesian orthography, “[illegible] perempuan Awochi. Saja mesti 
tangkap nyonya, sebab nyonya lari dari Sakuraclub.” This would translate to, “[unknown] Awochi’s 
prostitute. I must arrest you, since you fled from Sakura Club.” Kamus Ini, available at: 
http://sederet.com [accessed 5 October 2014].  
16

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8. 
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XXXXXXXXXX
17

 would always threaten her with the Kempei if she did 
something wrong or refused to do something. 
 
Two girls, named XXXXXXX and a certain XXXX, ended up with 
the Kempei because they did not want to keep working, and it was the 
general opinion of the women who worked there (in Sakura Club) that this 
had been the work of XXXXXXXXXX. 
 
3. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
She worked in Sakura Club as a prostitute from August/September 1943 
until May 1944, actually 1945; 
 
She applied there voluntarily and was hired by Awacahi [sic]. 
 
She asked to resign a few weeks before the capitulation of Japan, but that 
this was refused by XXXXXXXXXX,

18
 who added, “It is out of the question 

for you to leave here. You cannot leave. Stop imagining that you can go to 
the camp.” 
  

                                                            
17

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
18

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
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She, the witness, would have liked to get back to the camp at the time 
because she no longer liked working at Sakura Club. 
 
4. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
She worked as a prostitute at Sakura Club from April 1944 until December 
that year. 
 
She came of her own free will on the understanding that she would have 
just one boyfriend there, but once she was there she was immediately 
forced to give herself to each visitor who wanted to have intercourse with 
her. 
 
The Japanese man Awochi was the head of the establishment 
and XXXXXXXXXX

19
 was his subordinate. 

  
She was once beaten by Awochi and the mother of XXXXXXXXXXXXX, 
which was witnessed by the others, due to goading by XXX, with whom she, 
the witness, had had a violent quarrel because she had been standing up 
for the interests of the girls of fourteen and fifteen years old who worked 
there. 
 
Initially, Sakura Club had three divisions, namely the waiting staff, bar and 
prostitution divisions. 
 
The girls were recruited for waiting staff or bar, but they ultimately ended up 
in the prostitution division. 
 
Among these girls there were some who knew nothing of that life 
beforehand, and who were between fourteen and sixteen years old. 
 
The girls were threatened by XXXXXXXXXX

20
 with the Kempei if they 

asked to resign, and also got into trouble with the Kempei if they had a 
boyfriend outside. 
 
The women in Sakura Club were each allocated to a house outside the 
compound and were obliged to live there. 
 
  

                                                            
19

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8. 
20

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
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5. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:  
 
She worked in Sakura Club from 28 September 1943 until the club closed 
down. 
 
She applied for the position totally of her own free will. 
 
She asked XXXXXXXXXX

21
 to resign after two months but this person 

advised against it, partly because she, the witness, would be picked up by 
the Kempei. 
 
She again asked to resign after six months because she found the work too 
hard. 
 
This was because the women had to collect at least fifty guilders each 
evening, which meant receiving at least three visitors. 
 
The Japanese man Awochi was in charge of Sakura Club. 
 
6. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX: 
 
She worked as a prostitute in Sakura Club, a brothel in Horning alley in 
Batavia from the beginning of 1944 until its closure at the end of 1945 
and accepted the appointment voluntarily. 
 
The Japanese man Awochi and XXXXXXXXXX

22
 were in charge of the club. 

  

                                                            
21

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
22

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
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She and five other girls wanted to leave Sakura Club in mid 1945 because 
they felt the work was too hard, since they had to collect at least fifty 
guilders each evening, which meant that they had to go to bed with at least 
three visitors. 
 
She and the five other girls notified XXXXXXXXXX of their intention to 
resign but XXXXXXXXXX advised her against it because she would then 
get into trouble with the Kempei. 
 
Awochi hardly interfered with the girls and she, the witness, was not 
bothered by him. 
 
7. XXXXXXXXX X: 
 
She worked as a prostitute in Sakura Club from September 1943 until 
about May 1944, and she accepted this position voluntarily. 
 
However, when she wanted to resign from the brothel, Awochi and 
XXXXXXXXXX did not allow her to do so and XXXXXXXXXX

23
 threatened 

her several times with the Kempei if she asked to resign and also 
threatened her with the Kempei if she had a boyfriend outside. 
 
8. XXXXXXXXX X: 
 
She worked as a prostitute in Sakura Club from September 1943 until May 
1944, and accepted that position voluntarily. 
 
XXXXXXXXXX

24
 threatened the girls with the Kempei if they had a 

boyfriend outside and XXXXXXXXXX and XXXXXXXX forced them to sleep 
with drunken Japanese men. 
 
She, the witness, did not want to ask to resign because she knew that 
another girl’s resignation had been refused by XXXXXXXXXX,

25
 using 

the Kempei as a threat. 
 
9. XXXXXXXXXXXXXX: 
 
In July 1943, when she was interned in Tjideng camp in Batavia, 
Ms XXXXXXXXXX and Ms XXX came there and asked for ladies who were 

                                                            
23

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
24

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
25

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
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willing to work in a Japanese club called Sakura Club, managed by the 
Japanese man Awochi, which consisted of a restaurant with a brothel 
attached to it. 
 
She, the witness, agreed to work in Sakura Club together with her 
housemate Ms XXX  in order to get money for her children, and trusting the 
assurances of Ms XXXXXXXXXX that they would not have to work in the 
brothel. 
 
She started working there in October 1943, when the club was opened, first 
in the bar, but that after a few days she was required to submit herself to 
prostitution for Japanese men. 
 
Originally there were no threats but, when a certain Ms XXX or XXX was 
badly beaten, she, the witness, did not dare refuse. 
 
Shortly after her arrival at Sakura Club, she asked Ms XXXXXXXXXX

26
 if 

she could resign and the latter put this to Awochi. 
  

                                                            
26

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
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An unknown Japanese man asked her why she wanted to leave but 
nothing more happened as a consequence of her request to leave. 
 
She repeated her request to leave to Ms XXXXXXXXXX

27
 in January 1944 

and was then picked up by the Political Intelligence Service on 17 January 
1944, who accused her of inciting the girls to leave. She was subsequently 
held by the Political Intelligence Service for nine days and taken to 
[illegible]

28
 from there. 

 
Ms XXXXXXXXXX

29
 ordered the women in Sakura Club to get two 

sessions
30

 from one person per evening and did so under threat of 
the Kempei. 
 
10. XXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
She left Tjideng camp in August 1943, together with the ladies XXXX and 
XXXX, to work as a hostess for the Sakura restaurant, which was managed 
by the Japanese man Awochi. 
 
She and the aforementioned women had been informed by Ms XXXXXXX 
and Ms XXX about the fact that this position involved intimate relations with 
Japanese men, but that it was possible to refrain from such relations if one 
were reluctant to engage in them, according to the ladies XXXXXXX 
and XXX. 
 
However, during the first evening, after having refused such intimate 
relations, both she and her fellow-sufferers were subjected to Japanese 
men against their will, at least two per evening. 
 
After a few days, they refused again but were threatened with 
the Kempei by Ms XXXXXXXXXX.

31
 

 
Ms XXXXXXXXXX

32
 told her, “An order has arrived to the effect that we 

have to consort with at least two Japanese men per evening”. 
 
11. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

                                                            
27

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
28

 The source text is illegible, but it is evidently a location.  
29

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
30

 With each “session” being one round of intercourse with a man. Compare with “The girls had to 
receive at least two Japanese men per evening…” in paragraph 2, page 7 of this judgment.   
31

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
32

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
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She worked for three months beginning in February 1944 as a nurse for the 
prostitutes in Sakura Club. 
 
She felt that the girls in this brothel found it hard to leave because they 
usually owed a debt (advance payment) to Awochi and XXXXXXXXXX. 
 
A twelve-year-old girl worked in Sakura Club as well as a fourteen-year-old 
girl. 
 
12. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
When she lived in Semarang with her mother, she was persuaded by 
Ms XXXXXX and Ms XXX to go to Batavia with them to work in a restaurant 
with Ms XXXXXXXXXX. 
 
She didn’t feel like doing this at first, but when Ms XXXXXXXXXX

33
 

threatened her with the Political Intelligence Service and with deportation to 
the outlying districts if she didn’t want to go along, she yielded to this threat. 

 
She was then taken to Batavia together with some other girls and was put 
up in a type of boarding house behind Goenoeng Sari,

34
 where two girls 

had to share one house. 
  

                                                            
33

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
34

 Goenoeng Sari (Indonesian: Gunung Sari, or Gunung Sahari), was a canal in Jakarta. E. BRETON 

DE NIJS. FADED PORTRAITS (The University of Massachusetts Press 1981).  
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At first she had to keep the Japanese visitors company in the restaurant, 
but soon Ms XXXXXXXXXX

35
 exerted pressure on her to go to bed with the 

visitors. 
 
The girls had to receive at least two Japanese men per evening, and were 
threatened with the Kempei if they fled or started looking for another job. 
 
She was then ill for three months and after that, in April 1945, received 
permission to go home to Semarang. 
 
When she left Semarang, Ms XXXXXXXXXX

36
 had told her that she could 

not tell anyone exactly how old she was, and had to give her age as 
seventeen. 
 
13. 
(XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:) 
 
Around March or April 1944, Ms XXXXXXXXXX and Ms XXX came to her 
in Semarang with a view to providing her daughter (witness 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX) with a job in 
a restaurant in Batavia. 
 
She, the witness, was not in favour of the proposition at first but consented 
when Ms XXXXXXXXXX

37
 started to threaten her with being picked up by 

the Political Intelligence Service and taken to the outlying districts if she did 
not give up her daughter, and also because Ms XXXXXXXXXX assured her 
that her daughter would only be working in a restaurant and would not be 
used for other purposes. 
 
Her daughter told her, when she came over from Batavia for a few days, 
that she had ended up in a brothel. 
 
14. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX: 
 
She came into contact with Ms XXXXXXXXXX and Ms XXX in Semarang, 
where she lived, around April 1944. 
 

                                                            
35

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
36

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
37

 It is understood that this redacted name is Lies BEERHORST. Supra 8.    
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Ms XXXXXXXXXX asked her whether she wanted to work in a restaurant in 
Batavia and Ms XXX  advised her to come to Batavia, because otherwise 
she would be taken by the police and sent to the outlying districts. 
 
Fearful of this threat, she agreed to work in Batavia, where she went on 26 
April 1944 with another five recruited girls and women. 
 
From her first evening in the restaurant in Batavia, she saw women with 
Japanese men, and resigned herself to this out of fear. 
 
Ms XXXXXXXXXX

38
 told the women that if they left the brothel to be kept 

by a Japanese man, they would be picked up by the Kempei and flogged 
and sent to the outlying districts. 
 
The statements from all of the said witnesses, in conjunction with the 
statement of the accused, prove the following. 
 
The accused established Sakura Club for the benefit of the Japanese 
citizens at the time and in the place described in the indictment, thus in 
time of war and when he was a subject of the hostile power Japan. 
 
A restaurant and a brothel were attached to this club and the whole 
enterprise was a business created on the initiative of and entirely under 
Japanese management and control. 
 
The women and girls were recruited by the accused either personally or on 
his behalf, as manager of Sakura Club, by his staff and subordinates,  
  

                                                            
38
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of these XXXXXXXXXX,

39
 with whom the accused cohabited, being the 

most important, to wait on the Japanese citizens in the restaurant and to 
serve as prostitutes in the brothel. 
 
Furthermore, despite the denial by the accused, these facts are also 
proved by the aforementioned witness statements. 
 
The women and girls who were destined for prostitution had to take up 
residence in a separate part of the club designated for that purpose, which 
they were not free to leave. 
 
Once they were in Sakura Club, they, or at least many of them, were 
threatened with the Kempei if they wanted to resign as prostitutes, and that 
they continued to submit themselves to prostitution, against their will, out of 
their fear of this threat. 
 
The threats that were expressed in this society under Japanese rule, where 
the notion of contact with the Kempei was regarded as being synonymous 
with unlawful deprivation of liberty and physical abuse or worse, and which 
threats were not idle ones in this case, as has been established by the 
statements of witnesses XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
and XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, were of such a serious nature that it is 
entirely reasonable that these threats forced the women and girls to 
continue to surrender themselves to the Japanese visitors of Sakura Club 
against their will. 

 
It has been established by examination in court that the threats were mainly 
expressed by XXXXXXXXXX

40
 and not by the accused in person. However, 

Sakura Club was a Japanese business, subject to checks by the Kempei, 
according to statements by the accused himself. Furthermore, the accused 
was manager and head of the club, and, according to his statement, 
the Kempei would only respond at his, the accused’s, initiative to 
complaints about the prostitutes and deal with these. XXXXXXXXXX

41 

cohabited with the accused and was his subordinate. He, the accused 
himself, had a significant financial interest in the results of the business. It 
must be deemed to have been established not only that the accused knew 
of the attitude of XXXXXXXXXX

42
 with regard to the prostitutes, but also 
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that this attitude was the result of an order given by the accused 
to XXXXXXXXXX.

43
 

 
On this basis, in view of the balance of power in this country at the time of 
the Japanese domination and the opinions of the Japanese with regard to 
their relationship between them and their subordinates, especially if the 
latter belonged to another race, which are well-known to the Court Martial 
from its own experience, it must be held that the accused is directly 
liable for the treatment to which the prostitutes in Sakura Club were 
exposed. 
 
The offences which were charged against the accused are therefore legally 
and convincingly established, and he is guilty of these. 
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laws and customs of war and were committed in wartime by a subject of an 
enemy power, namely Japan, and amount to the war crime of “enforcing 
into prostitution” provided for and rendered punishable under Article 1 
(under 7) of Bulletin of Acts and Decrees 1946 No. 44,

44
 for which the 

accused must be declared guilty and sentenced accordingly. 
 
As regards the punishment to be imposed on the accused, the crime 
committed by him is very serious. His guilt is seriously aggravated by the 
following circumstances. 
 
The women who ended up in Sakura Club generally found themselves in 
very poor and difficult circumstances, partly because of the war with Japan, 
and the accused took advantage of this distress to make the women 
subservient to him. 
 
The accused also admitted into his brothel girls of a very young age, in fact 
twelve and fourteen years old. 
 
The accused drew a very considerable income from Sakura Club, from 
which he lived well with his cohabitant XXXXXXXXXX.

45
 

 
The prostitutes in Sakura Club were obliged to perform very demanding 
work in order to increase the proceeds to the highest possible level. 
 
Taking all of these factors into account, the Court Martial deems that 
imprisonment for a term of ten years is proportional to the guilt of the 
accused. 
 
Therefore, taking into account Article 4 of Bulletin of Acts and Decrees 
1946, No.45,

 46
 besides the statutory provisions already referred to: 

  

                                                            
44
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DELIVERY OF JUDGMENT 
 

The Court Martial finds it legally and convincingly proven that the accused 
WASHIO AWOCHI is guilty of the offences with which he is charged. 
 
The Court Martial consequently finds him guilty of the war crime of 
“Enforcing into prostitution”. 
 
The Court Martial therefore sentences him to imprisonment for a period 
of ten years. 
 
This ruling is made on twenty-fifth October 1946 by Colonel Mr.

47
 J.H. Peter, 

President and Lt. Colonel Mr. M.L. Swaab and 1st Lieutenant Mr. J.G.H. 
van der Starp, Members, in the presence of Warrant Officer A.V. de 
Laan, Deputy Secretary and summarised and adopted on eleventh 
November 1946. 
 
As witnessed by: 
 

Deputy Secretary, President, 
(sgd) A.V. de Laan (sgd) Mr. J.H. Peter 
  
 Members: 
 (sgd) Mr. M.L. Swaab 
 (sgd) Mr. J.G.H. van der Starp 

 
 

WARRANT FOR EXECUTION 
 

Today, 12 November 1946, the warrant for execution of the above 
sentence was granted by me, J. E. Ijsebaert [sic].

48
 

 
Commanding Officer of the 
A.I.A.C.A.S. Batavia, 

 
(sgd) J.E. Ijsebaert [sic] 

  

                                                            
47

 “Mr.”, or in full “Meester in de Rechten”, is the Dutch degree of Master of Laws.  
48

 Normally the spelling would be IJsebaert. 
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Delivered at the session of the Temporary Court Martial of 15 November 
1946, by Colonel Mr. J.H. Peter, President in the presence of Lt. Colonel 
Mr.  H.L. Swaab and Major Mr. J. Hitman, Members, Mr. J.G.H. van der 
Starp, Secretary and R.J. Beer,  Prosecution Officer, and also in the 
presence of the accused as well as his counsel. 
 
As witnessed by: President, 
Secretary,  
(sgd) Mr. J.G.H. van der Starp (sgd) Mr. J.H. Peter 
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