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Biographies 
 
 
Alan Chiu, Managing Partner, Ella Cheong & Alan Chiu, Solicitors & Notaries 
 
Recognized by Asian Legal Business as one of the top lawyers under the age of 40 
in Asia and ranked as an IP Star by the Managing IP 4 years in a row, Alan Chiu 
focuses his practice in intellectual property, media and technology matters. He has a 
diversified IP/IT practice ranging from intellectual property litigation, anti-
counterfeiting, IP licensing and franchising, advertising and trade description, 
product labelling and safety, music and film contracts, data privacy, computer 
forensic, internet security, e-commerce as well as IP mediation and arbitration. 
 
In particular, Alan has handled a number of headline IP litigation in Hong Kong and 
is renowned for his sophisticated strategies in handling cross-border and convoluted 
IP disputes for international fashion brands, technology giants and food and 
beverages companies. 
 
Before combining with Ella Cheong to run his own firm Ella Cheong & Alan Chiu, Solicitors & 
Notaries, Alan was a partner at Mayer Brown JSM and then Hogan Lovells, responsible for 
managing both their Hong Kong and China IP, Media and Technology practices. Alan was also the 
Managing Director of Mayer Brown JSM’s Beijing IP Agency and led their Beijing IP team, where 
he gained substantial experience in managing IP practices and developed close relationships with 
government officials and IP lawyers/professionals of different levels in the Greater China Region. 
 
Alan currently serves as a member of the INTA Enforcement Committee and a member of the 
InnoTech Committee of the Hong Kong Law Society. He is also a committee member of the Joint 
Committee For the Promotion of the Basic Law of Hong Kong. 
 
He is an accredited mediator, a China-Appointed Attesting Officer appointed by the PRC Ministry of 
Justice, a Civil Celebrant of Marriages, an Adjunct Professor of Law appointed by Hong Kong Shue 
Yan University and a member of the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal Panel. 
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Michelle Chong, Assistant Director of Intellectual Property (Advisory), Intellectual Property     
Department 
 
Ms. Chong obtained her Bachelor and Master Degrees in Laws from the 
University of London. She was admitted as a Solicitor to the High Court of 
the HKSAR and to the Supreme Court of England and Wales in 2003 and 
2005 respectively. 
 
Ms. Chong joined the Government as a Senior Solicitor in 2010. Before 
joining the Government, Ms. Chong was in private practice specializing in 
IP litigation and enforcement.  
 
In her current role as an Assistant Director of the Intellectual Property 
Department of the HKSAR Government, Ms Chong leads the Advisory 
Team of the Intellectual Property Department in providing civil legal advisory service on intellectual 
property matters to government departments and bureaux. She oversees international and regional 
cooperation in the intellectual property areas and attends international meetings and conferences for 
the government in relation to IP matters (e.g. APEC IP Expert Group meetings and WIPO meetings). 
She also advises and represents the government in negotiations of IP Chapter in Free Trade 
Agreements with other countries and provided legal policy advice to the government in respect of 
Hong Kong’s Intellectual Property legislation.  She was substantially involved in legal policy 
formulation and the legislative exercises of the Copyright (Amendment) Bill 2011 and 2014.  
 
Ms. Chong has considerable experience in handling copyright related matters and other aspects of IP. 
She is substantially engaged in taking forward the government’s policy initiative for promoting and 
developing Hong Kong as an international legal services centre and a reginal IP trading hub. 
 
 
Guy Fong, Superintendent, Intellectual Property Investigation (Operations) Group 
 
Guy is the Head of Operations Group in the Intellectual Property 
Investigation Bureau (IPIB) of the Customs and Excise Department, a 
formation of 250 strong specialized in fighting all sorts of intellectual 
property (IP) right infringement crimes.  Hong Kong Customs is the sole 
enforcement agency in Hong Kong responsible for fighting IP crimes. 
 
Guy joined the Customs in 1988 after graduation from the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong.  He has worked in different areas of Customs 
enforcement works.  His major expertise is on investigation.  He had 
engaged in drug investigation work for more than 8 years, anti-smuggling 
work for 3 years, and fighting IP infringement crimes for 8 years.  He has rich experience in 
commanding covert investigation and raid operations. 
His substantive charter is fighting IP crimes at all levels: the local physical markets, the transnational 
movement of infringing goods, as well as infringing crimes on internet platforms.  He formulates 
enforcement strategies having regard to IP crime trends in Hong Kong and in the world.  He oversees 
the operations of criminal enforcement.  Where necessary he gives input to policy makers on keeping 
Hong Kong’s IP protection regime updated with changes.  Guy has good experience facing the mass 
media. 
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Steven Gallagher, Associate Dean (Academic Affairs), Faculty of Law, The Chinese University 
of Hong Kong 
 
Steven Gallagher is Associate Dean (Academic Affairs). Steven has taught equity and 
trusts, land  law, company law, insolvency law and cultural heritage law. His research 
interests include cultural heritage, legal history and equity. He is currently researching 
issues in cultural heritage law in Asia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kelvin Ko, Managing Director, Verity Consulting Limited 
 
Kelvin Ko is the Founder and Managing Director of Verity Consulting 
Limited. He has more than 19 years of experience in corporate 
investigation, providing professional intelligence and consulting 
services to a broad range of local and global corporations, with 
investigation work focus on Hong Kong, Greater China, and Asia 
Pacific region. He also received an EMBA from the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong. 
 
Prior to founding Verity, Kelvin was the co-founder and CEO of another 
Hong Kong investigation firm, responsible for leading complex 
investigations and the overall company management including business 
unit operations, strategic planning, and human capital development. 
Kelvin also served as a Director in Kroll and Fact Finders Ltd. where he led the commercial 
investigation department, and he started his investigation career at the Royal Hong Kong Police 
Force. 
 
Kelvin and the professional team behind Verity has been recognized by UK’s Acquisition 
International Magazine as ‘Best Corporate Intelligence and Investigation Services – Hong Kong’ and 
‘Best in Fraud Prevention – Hong Kong’ in the 2015 M&A, a testament to Verity’s successful 
development over the years. 
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Candy Lam, Regional Counsel, Asia, International Federation of the Phonographic Industry 
 
Candy Lam is the Regional Counsel for IFPI Asia.  IFPI represents the 
music industry worldwide with more than 1,300 record producers and 
distributors from over 58 countries.  Its membership includes the major 
multinational recording companies and hundreds of independent record 
companies, large and small, located throughout the world.  
 
Based in the IFPI Asian Regional Office in Hong Kong, Candy is 
responsible for advising on the legal, licensing, business and operational 
activities in respect of the exploitation and enforcement of rights controlled 
by IFPI members, monitoring developments in copyright and other laws 
affecting the music industry, lobbying governments and lawmakers 
regarding legislations and policies concerning the music industry, and 
overseeing the anti-piracy actions and litigations relating to the enforcement of IFPI members’ rights 
in the region.   
 
Prior to joining IFPI in 2013, Candy was a practising solicitor specializing in intellectual property 
law in a leading law firm and the largest IP practice in Hong Kong. Candy gained a degree in law 
from the University of Hong Kong with First Class Honours. 
 
 
Jyh-An Lee, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
 
Professor Jyh-An Lee currently serves as the Deputy Director of the LLB 
programme. He holds a J.S.D. from Stanford Law School and an LL.M from 
Harvard Law School. Dr. Lee has published extensively in English and in 
Chinese on various aspects of intellectual property and Internet law. His 
research appears in leading academic journals, such as Wake Forest Law 
Review, Oregon Law Review, Vanderbilt Journal of Entertainment & 
Technology Law, Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Review, Minnesota 
Journal of Law, Science & Technology, UMKC Law Review, European 
Intellectual Property Review (EIPR), Hastings Business Law Journal, 
Jurimetrics Journal, American University International Law Review, 
Washington International Law Journal, etc. He is also the sole author of two books: Coding a Free 
Society: Open Source Strategies for Policymakers (VDM Verlag Müller Press, 2007) and Nonprofit 
Organizations and the Intellectual Commons (Edward Elgar, 2012). 
 
During his studies at Stanford Law School, Dr. Lee was appointed the John M. Olin Fellow in Law 
and Economics. Prior to joining the Chinese University of Hong Kong, he taught at National 
Chengchi University and was an Associate Research Fellow in the Center for Information 
Technology Innovation at Academia Sinica in Taiwan. He was the Legal Lead and Co-Lead of 
Creative Commons Taiwan (2011–2014) and an advisory committee member for Copyright 
Amendment in the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) at the Ministry of Economic Affairs 
(2011–2014). Dr. Lee is currently a member of the advisory board of the European Center for E-
Commerce & Internet Law affiliated with the University of Vienna. In 2016, he was appointed a 
domain name dispute resolution panelist by the Asian Domain Name Dispute Resolution Centre 
(ADNDRC) and continues to serve in this capacity. Before starting his academic career, he was a 
practicing lawyer in Taiwan, specializing in technology and business transactions. 
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Chin Leng Lim, Choh-Ming Li Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong 
 
I joined the Chinese University of Hong Kong in the Summer of 2017 
following a decade as  Professor of Law at Hong Kong University. I sit on a 
trade and industry department committee which advises Hong Kong's 
Commerce Secretary and had previously taught at the National University of 
Singapore where I was for a time, concurrently, a government international 
lawyer. I had begun teaching in England and Wales, eventually moving from 
Queen Mary and Westfield College to UNCC, Geneva where I worked as a 
UN lawyer. 
In recent years I've spoken at the invitation of ministries and other State 
agencies (China's MOFCOM, Malaysia's Bank Negara, the UKFCO, 
Australia's DFAT), international bodies and forums such as the European Commission, WTO, 
UNESCAP, APEC, ADB, PECC and OMFIF, universities (Penn, NYU, Tokyo, Geneva, Peking, 
Melbourne, Duke, Harvard and Tufts among them), and at the NY State Bar Association's, American 
Society of International Law's, AsiaLaw's, KLRCA's, HKIAC's and the IBA's events. Some of my 
views have occasionally been reported through the Economist, the Wall Street Journal, Forbes, CNN, 
Reuters, the International Herald Tribune, the Chicago Tribune and the Guardian newspaper, as well 
as through the Hong Kong, Beijing and regional press and other media. 
My latest scholarly work has focussed on cross-border commercial disputes involving sovereign 
counterparties, the changing landscape of investment treaties and disputes and, closer to home, 
Chinese treaty policies. My latest scribblings include "Worldwide Litigation over Foreign Sovereign 
Assets", (2016) 10 DRI 145; Alternative Visions of the International Law on Foreign Investment 
(Cambridge, 2016), ed.; Chan and Lim on the Law of the Hong Kong Constitution, 2d. ed. (Sweet & 
Maxwell, 2015), 1st ed. (Sweet & Maxwell, 2012), with Forewords by The Hon. Mr. Justice Ma C.J. 
and The Hon. Mr. Andrew Li; The Trans-Pacific Partnership (Cambridge, 2012) with Elms and Low 
eds.; International Economic Law after the Global Crisis (Cambridge, 2015) with Bryan Mercurio 
eds.; "Britain's 'Treaty Rights' in Hong Kong", (2015) 131 LQR 348 and "Injuncting Foreign 
Sovereigns in Aid of Arbitration", (2014) 130 LQR 193. Lim, Ho & Paparinskis, International 
Investment Law and Arbitration, with a Foreword by Emmanuel Gaillard, went to press in the late 
Spring of 2017 (Cambridge). Some of those scribblings are available here: 
https://works.bepress.com/chin_lim/ 
 
I am in practice as a barrister at the Bar of England and Wales with chambers outside the Temple, 
and have for some years been a Visiting Professor at King's College London. I was educated at 
Buckingham, University College, Oxford and Harvard Law School while first learning to teach 
under gentle supervision as a Scholar and Part-Time Tutor at Nottingham, where my research led to 
a doctorate. 
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Paul Schmidt, Professional Consultant, Faculty of Law, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
 
Mr. Schmidt began his legal career as a Colorado State prosecutor in the United 
States. He has substantial trial experience in both the US and the PRC. In 2003, 
he became associated with Baker & McKenzie’s PRC intellectual property 
group. In November of 2010, he joined Jun He as counsel. Recently, he joined 
the law faculty at CUHK (the “Chinese University of Hong Kong”) as a 
professional consultant. 
 
Mr. Schmidt has extensive experience in all aspects of PRC intellectual 
property practice, both contentious and non-contentious. He is experienced in 
managing large trademark portfolios, including Apple’s and Warner Bros.’, and 
he has helped a number of foreign brand owners achieve PRC “well-known” 
trademark status. He has overseen the acquisition of very high-profile marks 
and directed the recovery of numerous stolen marks. 
 
With respect to enforcement, Mr. Schmidt has successfully prosecuted numerous administrative, 
civil and criminal IP cases in the PRC. He is the architect and prime mover behind Michael Jordan’s 
naming rights case against Qiaodan Sports (“喬丹體育”). A number of the maters he has help direct 
have been chosen as model cases either by the Supreme People’s Court or the QBPC ("Quality 
Brands Protection Committee"). 
 
Back in 1983, Paul was an exchange student at CUHK in the International Asian Studies Program. 
He was also an actor in the Jacky Chan Kung-fu movie “Project A” (“ A 計劃”). 
 
 
Rebecca Tse, Senior Product Promotion Manager, Hong Kong Trade Development Council 
 
Ms Rebecca Tse is a Senior Product Promotion Manager of the Hong Kong 
Trade Development Council (HKTDC), the statutory organisation responsible 
for promoting and developing Hong Kong's trade in products and services. 
 
During her service in the HKTDC, she served the Exhibitions Department 
from 2003 to 2012 and was responsible for the marketing and promotional 
activities for over 30 major trade fairs.  She also managed the HKTDC Design 
Gallery - the Council’s retail outlets for locally-designed products and from 
2012- 2014, managed multiple online ventures targeting Chinese mainland 
consumers. 
 
Since then, Ms Tse has been posted to the Product Promotion Department and 
is currently overseeing promotional activities in the lifestyle, fashion, technology and intellectual 
property sectors. 
 
Before joining the HKTDC, Ms Tse has many years of experience working in the market research, 
advertising and PR fields at multinational enterprises in Hong Kong and the USA. 
 
Ms Tse graduated from the University of Wisconsin Madison, USA with a degree in Marketing. 
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Mayank Vaid, Intellectual Property Director (Asia Pacific), Louis Vuitton 
 
Mayank Vaid is the Intellectual Property Director (Asia Pacific) at Louis 
Vuitton Pacific Limited. Since joining Louis Vuitton’s Global 
Intellectual Property Department in 2009, Mayank has been responsible 
for Louis Vuitton and Fashion Division’s intellectual property matters in 
Asia Pacific. Before joining the LVMH Group, he worked at Daimler 
AG for 8 years in various positions in Germany, India and PRC. 
Between 2012 and 2015, he chaired the European Brands Protection 
Council under the European Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong. He 
is an Advocate (India) and practicing Solicitor (Hong Kong).  


